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per capita agricultural production fell during this period ; the decline
was by nearly a third. This seems to be in line with the fact that
per acre yields have not significantly altered during this period and
the acreage sown has increased by only around a tenth.19
 (2)	The really depressing factor in the sluggish movement in
agricultural production has been the output of foodgrains, which has
remained virtually stagnant during this period. With this is asso-
ciated the fact that over this period India became a net importer of
foodgrains instead of a net exporter as in the early part of the twen-
tieth century. In view of the sharp increase in population during this
period, these changes suggest that the/?er capita availability of food-
grains declined by a quarter to a third.20
 (3)	The output of commercial crops, on the other hand, more
than doubled during this period. Since the first decade for which
data have been shown here, its share in the value of total agri-
cultural output has risen steadily from less than a fifth to around
a third in more recent years.
 (4)	Output of factory industries and mines also expanded during
this period, the expansion being much sharper during the decades
which cover the years of the first and the second World Wars. Its
share in the total of net agricultural and industrial production
increased from less than 5 per cent in the early twentieth century to
nearly fifteen per cent in recent post-war years.
 (5)	The changes in agricultural and industrial output and popu-
19 This refers only to British India and does not take into account changes
in double-cropped area.
80 M. Boserup, my colleague in the Economic Commission for Europe,
wonders whether such a sharp fall in per capita food supplies could have really
taken place over this period without provoking Malthusian checks to popula-
tion growth or at least altering price relationship between food and commercial
crops so as to discourage the expansion of the latter. It may well be that
Blyn*s index numbers of foodgrain outpu^-the only series so far available
with relatively more satisfactory coverage—understate crop production to some
extent. Perhaps another independent effort to study the long-term trends in
agricultural output may help narrow the range of uncertainty in this field.
It may be added here that the fall in per capita supplies of foodgrains by a
quarter to a third need not imply an equal fall in the intake of calories, calculated
on the basis of the foodgrains actually used for human consumption. The decline
in calorie intake would no doubt be smaller as a result of a more pronounced fall
ia wastage of food—at times amounting to a tenth of the available supplies—and
in the use of grains as feed for animals (including dogs).

